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Hi Everyone 
 
I hope and pray that everyone is keeping well in these 
strange times we are in. Just a wee update on how 
things are and what we are looking forward to in 
October. 

 
1. Sunday Worship in Church 
 
We have moved forward in Sunday Worship                    
re-commencing in Church on Sunday August 9th and 
‘streaming live’ a few weeks later.  
 
I want to thank everyone who have been able to come 
and who tell me they feel safe in Church through our 2 
metres social distancing, sanitising hands and surfaces 
and the use of facemasks. 
 
An update on facemasks is that we now only need them 
to come in and out of Church and for singing hymns, 
which means they can be taken off at all other times (if 
desired).  Numbers have gradually increased from the 
middle teens to high 20’s and we can cope with 
probably about 30.  I would ask you to ‘give church a 
go’ and let me know what you think/if anything can be 
improved.  
 
We all miss Michael on the organ as well as not being 
able to receive Holy Communion at the front of the 
Church, but mostly the Services are the same as before.  
 
I do not think there will be any relaxing of the church 
guidance in October, indeed it might become tighter. 
However, at the minute, it is great that we can be 
together on a Sunday. Not sure how Christmas Worship 
will look this year but will keep you informed. 
 
The Facebook page, Parish Website and Telephone Line 
all continue to work well. I hope that we could maybe 
develop this in terms of sound and cameras. However, 
the i-Phone 11 and 4G internet will have to do.  

http://www.saintfieldparish.org/
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During October – November, the sermons will be focussing on ‘First Steps’ and I will be using                            
‘St Paul’s letter to the Philippians’ to guide us. Paul writes to these Christians as they take their ‘first steps’ 
and so we can learn so much from them to ‘Love, Grow, Serve & Go’. 
 
October 4th Holy Communion  
October 11th Harvest (Foodbank collection) 
October 18th All Age Worship 
October 25th Morning Prayer 
 
November 1st Holy Communion  
November 8th Remembrance Sunday  
November 15th All Age Worship 
November 22nd Morning Prayer  
November 29th Morning Prayer 1 
 
All AGE worship is where the sermon/music/prayers will be geared to young people and therefore I would 
encourage you to bring your family along and re-introduce them to church, if there is anything I can do to 
make this easier, please get in touch. Please always sign up with Sally.  

 
2. Harvest Sunday October 11th 10.30am (‘The Larder’ Foodbank Collection)  
 
I know we are all living through difficult and challenging times, but I would encourage you to consider 
supporting our Harvest Appeal by providing much needed items for ‘The Larder’ Foodbank and allow our 
Harvest Service celebrate God’s goodness by sharing what we have to help others. Dropping off donations 
will be at:  
 

• October 8TH Thursday Morning  
10.00am – 1.00pm Church House.   

 

• October 9TH Friday Morning  
10.00am – 1.00pm Church House. 

 

• At the Vicarage front door  
Wednesday Oct 7th – Saturday Oct 10th .   

 
Chris can also collect any donation, if requested. 07519668747.  If going out 
to a shop is something that you don’t want to do but you would rather give a 
monetary donation, please get in touch.  We can either pass the money 
directly or buy additional items, ensuring accountability is maintained. 
 
So, from Louise (right in picture) who leads ‘The Larder’ Mersey Street, 
Belfast. “Hi Saintfield Parish!!! The main food/toiletry items that we are in 
need of are”:  

 
Pasta Sauce, Biscuits, Tinned Fruit, Tinned Vegetables, Tinned custard 
Rice, Curry Sauces, Pot Noodles (easy things that can be made with a 

kettle) Tea Bags, Tinned Meat/Fish, Shampoo, Deodorant, Toothpaste, 
Soap - in single packets, Toothbrush in single packets. 

 
Let’s work together for October Sunday 11th 10.30am to bless and share with people in the way 
Saintfield Parish always does.   
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3. General Easter Vestry Meeting 2020 

 
Part of the many changes we are having to 
adapt too, are the ones that happen 
annually and are part of our Governance as 
a Charity and a Parish Church.  
 
Normally, each April we hold an Easter 
General Vestry which allows for questions 
to be raised concerning finance, 
governance and how the Select Vestry as 
Trustees, ensure that Saintfield Parish is 
accountable and compliant with both 
Church and Charity law.  
 
In addition, it is normally the place where we seek elections of a new Select Vestry as well as any elections 
that the Diocese of Down and Dromore needs every 3 years.  
 
This April, we were in lockdown and this Annual Meeting could not take place. The Church of Ireland 
Constitution however needs some sort of meeting. The guidance offered by the Diocese was that each 
Church should offer to the Register of Easter Vestry People (those who have the right to vote) three options.  
 

1. To allow the Select Vestry to remain until April 2021 
(except for those who wish to step down now). 

 
2. To allow the people who are Parish Nominators /Diocesan Representatives to remain          

for another 3 years (if they so wish, using the Supplemental List if needed). 
 

3. To ask if an Annual Meeting should take place on October 11th 2020 after Church Worship 
so that questions regarding finance and governance (through written communication) could 

be answered. 
 
We approached everyone on the Register by e-mail and letter and achieved a high response, so thank-you 
to everyone. A sizeable majority agreed to options 1 & 2 and said ‘no’ to the number 3 option regarding 
holding a meeting. All questions raised will therefore be answered through written correspondence.  
 
On Sunday October 11th 2020 those of the Select Vestry who can be there, will propose and second motions 
in regards to options 1 & 2 and will also then organise how to answer any questions raised. 
 
None of this is perfect. However, it is the best way of ensuring the Registered Easter Vestry People have had 
the opportunity to ‘decide’ on what is the best forward in light of the circumstances. If anyone has any 
question regarding parish finance & governance for 2019 (not 2020), please submit them to Stephen Erskine 
by Wednesday October 7TH  s_erskine55@hotmail.com . 
 
Although this is a very formal approach for our church records, I would remind everyone that if you have any 
questions for me or something you want to know more about, please contact me directly.                                  
I’m always only too happy to chat things through with anyone . 

mailto:s_erskine55@hotmail.com
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And finally  

For anyone to colour in, put your name on it and bring to Church or send a photo in and we will put them 
into the service each Sunday. Take care everyone and keep in touch through Sunday Worship and our 
Facebook.   Blessings Chris  


